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Letter

Christmas has come and gone and we are into another New Year, looking
forward to all that it has to offer. The wolves are entering the breeding season 2
and although we don't allow the wolves here at the Trust to breed, their
hormones still rise and fall in time with the seasons. During February both of
our pairs Mosi and Torak, Mai and Motomo are given some time to
themselves in their enclosures. Find out all that they have been up to in the
wolf update on pages 8 to 10. It's a fantastic time of year for our students to
watch the wolves’ courtship and mating behaviours but it can prove a little
tricky to explain to some of our younger visitors just what the wolves are up to
while ‘tied.” With this in mind we have included an article on wolf cub

development on page 14.

This time in Wolf Print we will be remembering Duma who we sadly lost in
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amazing wolf, Duma is featured on the front cover and there is a summary of

her life and work on pages 16 and 17. She will be greatly missed. We are also 3 The Joan Paddick Photography Awards 2013
remembering a dear friend and volunteer Joan Paddick who sadly passed The Trust launches a new photographic competition
away in December and have launched a photography competition in her 11 Wolf coexistence in the American West

memory (see opposite). Our thoughts are with her family at this time and she

will be very much missed.

The nights are finally getting longer now and spring will soon be with us,
so my thoughts have turned to our half term and Easter children’s activities.
We have some creative ideas this time to help you keep your children
occupied during the school holidays. We are also looking forward to our first
Open Day of 2013 on bank holiday Monday May 27th. For full details of all our

events please see pages 31 and 32.

Wishing you all a happy New Year and the wolves and | look forward to

seeing you here during 2013.
Yicky Allison-dughes

Education Officer / Assistant Senior Wolf Handler / Wolf Print Editor
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Ever dreamt of

following in the footsteps of
greats like Monty Sloan, Jamie Dutcher or Art Wolfe
and pursuing a career as a wildlife photographer?
If so, this new photography competition may be
just what you need to help you on your way!

The Competition

The UK Wolf Conservation Trust is excited to announce the launch of its new annual wildlife photography
competition, in memory of Joan Paddick, who was a keen photographer and valued volunteer of The UK
Wolf Conservation Trust (see obituary on page 6). Joan was known for her quirky images and in light of
this, freshness, originality, creativity and innovation will need to be in the forefront of entrants’ minds
while they are lining up their shot and should be reflected in all submitted images.

Competition open from
Monday 4th February to Monday 5th August 2013

This year’s theme is ‘British Wildlife.” The competition is open to

p
everyone with a camera and a passion for wildlife! We are looking to The categuries

promote an eco-friendly ethos while out photographing wildlife in their
natural environments, therefore entrants must bear this in mind and 18 years+ (excluding Wolf Team category below)

consider the welfare of their subjects to ensure that they do not do *
anything to injure or distress any animals or destroy their habitat in an 610 12 Years (age as at 5th August 2013)
attempt to secure an image. 13 to 17 years (age as at 5th August 2013)

The Wolf Team (UKWCT employees, volunteers

° and their immediate families)
The Prizes i

Exclusive photography day for the winners
on Saturday 12th October 2013

An exclusive photographic experience at The UK Wolf Conservation Trust. The
winners and one accompanying guest will spend the day with the Wolf Trust team
learning about wolves and photographing the Trust’s ambassadors. Winners will
have access to the photographic viewing areas and platform throughout the
morning and then will join some of the wolves on their afternoon walk.*

The day will finish back at the Trust where the winners can watch the wolves
being fed and will go away with a memento of their day.

The prizes are as stated and the winners will be notified by 9th September 2013.

The overall winner of the Joan Paddick Photography Award 2013 will also receive
a signed copy of Emmy Award-winners Jim and Jamie Dutchers’ “Living With
Wolves.”

* Due to UKWCT policies, the winner of the 6 to 12 years category will be unable to attend Tsa Palmer — UKWCT Director and co-founder
| [ ] [ ] [ N ™ the afternoon walk on 12th October but will be awarded a place on Danny Kidby—Hunter — Assistant Education

| Officer/Assistant Wolf Keeper, editor of Wolf
Chronicle, amateur photographer
Vicky Allison Hughes — Education Officer,
editor of Wolf Print, amateur photographer

Guest Judges

Jamie and Jim Dutcher — Emmy Award-winning
filmmakers (www.livingwithwolves.org)

Bob Brind-Surch — naturalist and wildlife

See page 6 for competition rules. photographer (www.naturesphotos.co.uk)




Trust

News

OLF AWARENESS WEEK in
2012 celebrated the wolf in
science, art, sculpture,

photography and
literature, with a
whole
assortment of
events taking
place throughout
the week.

The seminar
was a great success and it was fantastic
to see the Education Room full of
enthusiastic faces ready to learn, and
four fantastic speakers. Read more
about the seminar on the next page.

CHILDREN’S WRITING DAY

We had a day with Michelle Paver and
students from two local primary schools
eager to learn literature, research and
writing from this fantastic author; a lucky
few also had their work reviewed and
commented on by Michelle.

WILD ART DAY
Following on from this we had our first
Wild Art Day at the Trust with students
from a local college learning new
techniques in stone sculpture, 2D
and 3D artwork as well as
sharpening their photography
skills. We were lucky enough to
work with three brilliant teachers:
Bob Brind-Surch, wildlife
photographer, who worked with
the
photography
students,
Andrew Hood
who taught
the art of
stone
sculpture to
small groups
of students
for whom it
was the first time they had tried working
with a chisel and hammer,
and Paul Robbens who
taught sketching and 3D
ceramic work to groups of
fine art students, giving
them the chance to sketch
the wolves from real life.

OPEN DAY AND WILLOW
WORKSHOP

We also enjoyed our last
open day of 2012 during the

week and had many visitors to tour the
Trust, speak to our volunteers,
photograph or just enjoy watching the
wolves in their enclosures.

Visitors were encouraged to pop into
the barn where a willow workshop was
taking place run by artist Caroline
Gregson.

Each participant took home an animal
that they had created, and amongst their
work was a rabbit, a pheasant, a duck
and many others.

Caroline also created a third willow
wolf to join our existing pair, a lovely
little cub in a play bow pose.

THANK YOU

Thank you to all those that supported
us by attending the events and we hope
to see you again.

Vicky Allison-Hughes

The UKWCT’s annual seminar, on the theme of ‘Predators, Prey and People’ was held during Wolf
Awareness Week and featured four internationally acclaimed speakers:

intrepid, having spent 29 years in

Arctic adventures but also in the desert
—two of the toughest terrains on the
planet. He is a survival expert, but also
interested in tracking climate change,
biodiversity and animal behaviour. ‘To
document change’ is his stated aim but
there is something deeper, more soulful in
the way he talks about his experiences — as
being ‘All from the heart.” He also
describes himself as a ‘plastic spoon
explorer’ rather than one born with a silver
spoon.

J IM MCNEILL is the very definition of
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Jim showed us some incredible pictures
of Arctic wolves close to camp that he
unashamedly anthromorphosed — like Lucy
and Mac, who liked to steal things and hide
them. They clearly showed playful
behaviour, like the wolf who rounded up
so many white Arctic hares (with hilarious
pictures of ever-increasing hares) — was
daunted by the sheer number and simply
wandered off. He drew a vivid picture of a
harsh but beautiful environment — where
birds and animals like skewers, polar bears,
foxes, hares and musk ox struggle for
survival.

To questions like ‘How do you poo in the
Arctic,” Jim was quick to tell us ‘very
quickly.” His combination of humour,
compassion and knowledge was
impressive, quite hypnotic. He also talked
with huge respect about heroic BBC
cameramen like Mark Smith — men who sit
in a hide for over 12 hours in the pursuit of
excellence. After such a stint, they need to
be stretched out.

A remarkable man with a tough but
wonderful job.

Jim McNeill: www.ice-warrior.com



ATHAN VARLEY is clearly a lucky

individual. He exuded happiness.

We could all certainly envy him his
environment — growing up as he did in
Yellowstone Park. He gave a fascinating
and well-structured talk about the history
of the park, recovery, community ecology,
population dynamics and, finally, the
human dimension — which as we know, is
always a huge factor in any wolf
reintroduction or management. There was
a discussion about the challenges faced by
wolves in the park, including territorial
grizzly bears that hoard carcasses ‘like
dragons on a pile of treasure.” Some of the
health issues and challenges for canis lupus
in Yellowstone were highlighted, such as
canine distemper, mange and same-
species violence.

Nathan also described surprisingly large
litters of pups —up to 17, as well as 37
individuals in one pack. He showed as an
aerial photograph of such a large litter. He
also talked about bison as alternative (to
elk) for the wolf. It had been noted that
the larger the prey killed, the larger the
wolves became.

Nathan also talked about the political
element of the wolf... how hating it is used
for political point-scoring. But also how
tourism adapts — a photo showing a Super
8 Motel proclaiming ‘I Welcome Wolf
Watchers,” was a case in point. Also, he
noted an industry that has grown up
around wolf watching, such as wildlife
tours. | sense that a lot of us were wishing
that if we haven’t already, we could visit
Yellowstone.

Nathan Varley:
www.wolftracker.com/varley/index.htm

researcher, conservationist, manager,
vet and tourist guide — in Zagreb,

Croatia. He talked about the practicalities
of an ever-increasing wolf number and the
parallel conservation-related problems. He
educates ‘damage inspectors’ so that they
can recognise real wolf predation but also
talked about the perception of wolf
researchers in the area. This included
seminars in the laboratory or out in the
field. Some people considered them to be
night smugglers or drug dealers and their
very hostile reception included verbal
attacks, spiked tyres and smashed
windows. All possibly to be expected in a
place where people are in fierce and
hungry competition for meat with the
wolf.

Josip talked about Hilda, a tracked wolf
that some of you may remember from an

J OSIP KUSAK is a multi-tasker —

FIRST 2013 SEMINAR SPEAKER

ANNOUNCED

The first of our 2013 seminar speakers has
been confirmed as Douglas Smith. Doug is
currently the project leader for the
Yellowstone Gray Wolf Restoration Project
in Yellowstone National Park. He worked
as biologist for the project from 1994 to
1997 and has been with the programme
since its inception.

Doug has studied wolves for 23 years. Prior to Yellowstone, he worked on Isle
Royale with wolves from 1979 to 1992 and also with wolves in Minnesota in 1983.
He received his Bachelor of Science in Wildlife Biology from the University of Idaho
in 1985. His coursework and fieldwork from 1985 to 1988 earned him a Master of
Science in Biology from Michigan Technological University. Doug received his PhD

from the University of Nevada, Reno in the program of Ecology, Evolution and

Conservation Biology.

We are very excited that he has agreed to travel and speak in the UK for the first
time at the UK Wolf Conservation Trust. Booking details for the autumn seminar

will be in the next edition of Wolf Print.

earlier edition of Wolf Print.
She was the only wolf from 23
tracked wolves and seven
dispersed wolves, who
succeeded and lived for quite
some time. He also spoke
about hybridisation and that
such encounters always mean
a female wolf and a male dog
— never the other way around.

There was a lot of hope and
progress in Josip’s talk, such as
a ‘green bridge’ that has been
built, as well as viaducts... to
stop things like bears being hit by trains.
He also showed some of the quirky things
he had to deal with, such as a lynx kitten
who climbed a tree and had to be rescued.
But for all Josip’s shy dry humour — no one
of us could doubt his dedication and
passion.

Josip Kusak here: tiny.cc/josipkusak

any of the talks had parallels
and overlaps. PROFESSOR
GARRY MARVIN, an

anthropologist lecturer at Roehampton
University, talked about the wolf as a
‘cultural animal constructed within human
frames.” He delved into why they are
reviled and revered in equal measures. He
discussed simple connections that some
people make — such as ‘wolves intrude and
thieve and thieves need punishing...” or
‘The deceitful and dissembling wolf is seen
to trick people.’

Professor Marvin also talked about the
religious connotations of the wolf — which
in Christianity in particular has always
been negative and predatory. Shepherds
are seen as symbols of morality — ‘I am the
Good Shepherd’ — with the ‘ravening’ wolf

: s

Josip Kusak speaking at this year’s seminar
as an immoral, treacherous creature.
Professor Marvin also talked in more
general terms about the wolf as sexual
stalker or, as Teddy Roosevelt once stated
‘the beasts of waste and desolation.’
Ultimately, it all offers a wealth of
legitimate reasons for killing the wolf. Even
the name of the wolf has been used to
paint a bleak picture — such as the original
Red Riding Hood tale, where the animal,
usually a werewolf, is a groomer and
stalker.

On the flip side — as we were relieved to
hear — the wolf has often been viewed as
charismatic and connected with
indigenous people. Lupicide versus
lupiphilia. There was also a fascinating
analysis of why wolf researchers are often
detested — as local people see a gang of
middle-class educated people coming in
and telling people what to do. It added a
great dimension to the day and lots to
think about.

Professor Garry Marvin:
G.Marvin@roehampton.ac.uk
(Department of Life Sciences)

Julia Bohanna
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Joan cuddles the
newborn Tala

Joan Paddick 1944 — 2012

oan Paddick, who had been a

volunteer at the Trust since 2005,

passed away on 14th December
2012 in the West Berkshire Hospital. She
had been unwell for several months with
cancer which she fought bravely and
with determination until the end. Joan
first started at the Trust several years
ago. She loved all the wolves but if she
had favourites it was probably Duma and
Dakota, so it is nice to think of them
reunited.

She was a self-taught accomplished
photographer. Not only did she take
some fabulous pictures of all the wolves
— patiently spending hours waiting for
the perfect shot — she loved travelling,
particularly to Yellowstone, which she
visited several times with photography

in 2011. One of the
tasks she enjoyed
most was spending

wolves.
She passed on
her love of animals

Hannah, her
granddaughter,
who often came to
the Trust and
attended our
children’s events.

as her overriding interest on the
holiday. The highlight of her South
African trip, which she took a couple
of years ago, was sleeping under the
stars with Charlie, her husband, on
his birthday in a game park with all
the noises of the animals around
them. She proudly showed us all the
photos of the animals she had taken,
wherever she had travelled. She
desperately wanted to visit Kenya
and booked a trip but then she fell ill.
Joan was a true supporter of the
work here at the Trust. Generous with
her time, and willing to help out with any
job that needed doing, she was involved
with hand-rearing Mosi, Mai and Torak
as cubs as well as Tala, Nuka and Tundra

time with the young

and photography to

We owe a huge debt to the work Joan
did at the Trust, whether cleaning or
helping out with Open Days or talking to
visitors and work experience students.
She had time for everyone. In her quiet
way she contributed so much. She was
always buying the wolves little treats;
she truly loved them.

Joan lived in Thatcham with her
husband Charlie, with their two children
and grandchildren all very close by. Our
sincerest condolences go to all her
family at this sad time.

Tsa Palmer with additional
contribution from Vicky Hughes

Joan gets an affectionate lick from Duma

1 The subject for the UKWCT'’s Joan Paddick Photographic Awards 2013 is ‘British
Wildlife.” The theme is open to individual interpretation but entries must have the
natural world at its heart. Photographs of animals in captivity (such as zoos or safari
parks) and family pets are not eligible.

2 Entries must be taken in the UK, the Channel Islands or the Isle of Man.

3 Entrants can submit one photograph in either digital or print format, in colour or
black and white. If entering digital images, they must be sent in high resolution
jpglipeg format with the photographer's name as the image name. Prints must be
Ad in size and printed on photographic paper.

4 Images may be digitally enhanced to remove spots or scratches, enhance the
picture to make it brighter, clearer etc, but not manipulate the content. The objective
is to remain faithful to the original experience, and not to deceive the viewer or
misrepresent the reality of nature.

5 The competition is open to international entrants but it is the responsibility of all
winners to be in the UK at the time of the prize-giving. Employees and Volunteers of
The UK Wolf Conservation Trust, as well as their inmediate families are not eligible
to enter the main category.

6 Entrants must not be professional photographers and, for the purposes of this
competition, a professional photographer will be considered to be someone who
makes more than half their annual income from the sale of their photographs.

7 Each entry should be marked with name, address, contact telephone number, a
brief description of the content and where the photo was taken and which category
you are entering.

8 Entries should be sent to: UKWCT Photography Competition, The UK Wolf
Conservation Trust, Butlers Farm, Beenham, Berkshire, RG7 5NT or
ukwolfconservationtrust@googlemail.com with UKWCT Photography Competition
as the subject.

9 The competition is open from Monday 4th February 2013 and closes at midnight on
Monday 5th August 2013.

10 No entries can be returned and proof of posting is not proof of receipt. The
organisers accept no responsibility for entries lost, damaged or delayed in the post.

11 All entries will be judged by a panel of judges. They will consider a range of factors
including composition, technical ability, originality, interpretation of the brief and the
commercial appeal of the photographs. The judging panel’s decision will be final.

The Joan Paddick Photography Awards 2013 competition rules (see page 3 for further details)

12 Entrants must be mindful of the welfare of animals and safe-guarding the
environment and ensure that they do not do anything to injure or distress any
animals or destroy their habitat in an attempt to secure an image. If the UKWCT
Judging Panel suspects that an image has been achieved through the use of cruel
or unethical practices, the entry will be disqualified and the UKWCT reserve the
right to report the entrant to the applicable authorities.

13 All entries must be the original work of the entrant and must not infringe the rights of
any other party. The entrants must be the sole owner of copyright to their
photograph entered and must have obtained permission of any people featured in
the entries or their parents/guardians if children under 16 are featured. Further,
entrants must not have breached any laws when taking their photographs.

14 Entrants will retain copyright to the photographs that they submit to the UKWCT.
By entering the competition all entrants grant to the UKWCT a non-exclusive
irrevocable licence to publish and exhibit their photographs in all media associated
with The UK Wolf Conservation Trust including, but not limited to:

- the UKWCT's website

- Wolf Print, the UKWCT’s magazine

- Wolf Chronicle, the UKWCT’s children’s magazine

- Material promoting the competition, such as posters and leaflets

- Wolf Trust merchandise such as calendars, greetings cards or clothing

While we make every effort to credit photographers, including in printed
reproductions of their work, we cannot guarantee that every use of the photographs
will include photographers’ names.

15 By entering, entrants will be deemed to have agreed to be bound by these rules and
the UKWCT reserves the right to exclude any entry from the competition at any time
and in its absolute discretion if the UKWCT has reason to believe that an entrant
has breached these rules.

16 The UKWCT reserves the right to cancel this competition or alter any of the rules at
any stage, if deemed necessary in its opinion, and if circumstances arise outside of
its control.

17 If the winner is unable to be contacted after reasonable attempts have been made,
the UKWCT reserves the right to either offer the prize to a runner-up or to re-offer
the prize in any future competition.
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DIRECTOR’S LETTER

EOPLE HAVE sometimes
asked me over the years
whether captive wolves are
ever happy.

| think what they actually mean is,
how can you justify keeping a wolf in
captivity and, in their eyes, perhaps only
irresponsible and possibly even cruel
people do this. In their opinion they may
even think we are forcing wolves to live
an artificial life constrained by the size of
their enclosures and the wild animal
licensing laws of the UK. | know that they
are mistaken and, having had forty years
firsthand experience and evidence in
keeping over 25 wolves, believe that our
captive wolves have led full and
meaningful lives and we know that the
work they do here at the Trust has made
a difference to wolf conservation
worldwide. Furthermore, | hope with the
help of some of the Wolf Trust
volunteers to write a book about the
history of the UK Wolf Conservation
Trust, the wolves that we have been
privileged to know and the projects we
work with, to be published in 2015 in

celebration of the 20th anniversary
of the Trust.

DUMA
Duma was the epitome of a happy
relaxed captive wolf. Brought here
with her sister Dakota from Woburn
Safari Park in May 1998 she lived at
the Trust for 14% years. She was the
last of the wolves that my late
husband, Roger and | hand-reared in
the basement of Butlers Farm
together with her sister Dakota. Our
children, then aged 14, 11 and eight,
were also involved.
There is a testimonial to her life
and the scale of the ambassadorial work
she undertook for her cousins in the wild
set aside in this edition of Wolf Print. She
will be much missed not only here at the
Trust by all of us who cared for her on a
daily basis, but worldwide. Such was the
scale of her fame that if you Google
“Duma the wolf” you will find several
pages on the Internet with clips of
YouTube footage, newspaper articles,
blogs, photos and even her image used
on a site “Howling
for Justice” blogging
for the gray wolf.
Duma was able to
behave largely as
wolves do in the
wild. She enjoyed
enrichment food
trails and life in a
pack, initially with
her elder siblings
Kodiak and Kenai
and latterly with
Dakota and Lunca
for company,

HOWLING FOR JUSTICE

T
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naturally playing and interacting with
them. She has hugely helped educate
tens of thousands of people who have
walked with her at the Trust — or who
met her when she went out to schools,
and TV studios , or to hospices to visit
terminally patients and disabled visitors
in their wheelchairs — about the true
nature of a wolf. She was affectionate
with not an ounce of malice in her but
with an inquisitive and cheeky
personality.

The only other recent development at
the Wolf Trust is that after 18 years of
working out of a room in the house the
office staff — who now number four —
have moved into a converted building on
site at the entrance of the Trust. This will
make it much easier for the education
staff in particular to be on-site for
visitors on a daily basis.

Happy New Year and | hope we see
you soon at either an open day or
another wolf event.

Tsa Palmer

Our final donations for 2012 were made to the Balkani Wildlife Society in
Bulgaria £1,000 and Friends of Nature in Nepal £3,000 (right: a project which
has an article in this edition starting of page 20). This brings our total donations
for the year to £24,830 which was split between eight different worldwide
projects in the following countries: Bulgaria, Russia, Croatia, Ethiopia, USA,
Spain, Portugal and Nepal.

We couldn’t manage this without the help of our supporters who visit us and

take part in our events, so thank you all for your help; | know our colleagues at each of these projects appreciate it.

Vicky Hughes
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UPDATE ON THE TRUST WOLVES

he recent snowy cold period has seen our wolves in their element and our Arctics were even featured playing in the snow in

the Daily Mail online (see http://tiny.cc/rxvkrw). Autumn passed in a damp haze for the wolves and humans at the Trust and

both species became used to having first mud and then snow as accompaniment to the events happening on site. The
wolves as always took everything in their stride with their warm and waterproof coats, but there is no such thing as a waterproof

coat for humans!

THE BEENHAM PACK

uka is turning into a wonderful

ambassador wolf with his sweet

temperament and playful
nature. He is maturing quickly and, at 18
months old, grows better looking by the
day. His head is massive but not

Nuka, Tundra and Tala by Julia Brown

overdone and is in harmonious
proportion to the rest of his well-
muscled body. Nuka has finally grown
into the huge paws he had even when

a very young pup and his legs are sturdy
and strong. Nuka is very happy to meet
and greet the public and thrives on the
attention, standing tall and impressive,
but then his gentle side often gets the
better of him and he will cover the hand
of the lucky person with slurpy licks.

His physical strength is impressive but he
is learning to control this when
interacting with his handlers. However,
he still likes a joke and sometimes when
being visited by volunteers in the
enclosure, will take a flying leap off the
platform, over the head of the nearest
person then turn around on a sixpence
and jump back on the platform again,
leaving the volunteer quite dizzy from
trying to keep an eye on him.
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For all his impressive physique, he loves
nothing more than one of his human
friends rubbing his belly for him.

Nuka was neutered in November and
recovered rapidly from the short
operation.

Tundra is still the same quiet, wary
little wolf on public events but is
delightfully affectionate with people she
knows and trusts. Recently this affection
has involved mud, and lots of it, as she
likes to interact with her humansin a
very physical way. It seems that Tundra
has become a bit braver on public walks
as, instead of hanging back almost out of
sight of the public, she is now happy to
walk just behind or to the side of people.
She needs her handlers to understand
her feelings and to allow her to push her
own limits, but only if she chooses to.
Tundra has the same beautiful colouring
as her brother Nuka, but does not have
his build. Her head is of finer proportions
as is her body, and she is slightly smaller.
Both she and her sister Tala have a
delicacy and nimbleness of movement
that Nuka does not have and they can be
seen running rings round him during

their many games of chase. Tundra has
recently started to try and dominate her
sister with more serious intent than
before — tail high in the air and hackles
up. As hormones rise in preparation for
breeding season, it may be that she is
going to challenge Tala for top
female position in the pack.
This would happen in the wild
as females challenge each other
for breeding rights and it will
still happen with Tundra and
Tala, even though Nuka is
neutered. Both girls will be
routinely spayed next year
which will have multiple
benefits for them.

Tala, the black shadow! She
is the only one to inherit her
mother’s colouring and is very
beautiful, with her black coat
contrasting so vividly with her
captivating amber eyes. Tala is
quite a reserved wolf, not quite
so boisterous in her greetings
to human friends, but she loves
a rough and tumble with her siblings as
much as they do. Tala will consent to do
meets and greets with members of the
public but it is quite clear that she is
doing you a favour and that you should
be suitably grateful. Someone may get a
lick on the hand if she feels like it but
people are generally content with a
glance from those eyes. For some
months, the rivalry between Tala and
her sister has been ongoing but not
particularly serious. If Tundra started a
squabble with her then Tala would give
as good as she got and all would be over
very quickly. Recently it seems that Tala
is allowing Tundra to dominate her and,
while not actually submitting, Tala’s tail
is not as high as Tundra’s and she does
not retaliate as she used to. But Tala is a
very intelligent wolf who thinks about
things, so who knows what will happen
in the coming months...



MOSI AND TORAK

osi and Torak are now seven
years old and as lively and
healthy as ever.

Mosi remains the same — a wolf with
charisma and attitude! She hasn’t
changed a lot in appearance, still with
her thick, multi-coloured coat of black,
silver and all shades of brown. Maybe
she is a little grey round the muzzle now
but Mosi doesn’t let that get her down.
Mosi and Torak now go out on
enrichment walks with their special
handlers. Mosi thinks this is a great
event and powers along the whole walk
at great speed. The only time she stops
is to mark her territory and then do a
vigorous scrape with her back legs to
spread the scent far and wide so that
everyone knows she was there. She gives
the impression that she would soon sort
out any other wolf who disputed
ownership of this territory. Mosi is not

Lunca, by Vicky Hughes

yet spayed so
will come into
full season
soon. No
doubt she will
do her usual
pestering of
Torak until he
gets fed up
and tells her
off. This is the
only time you
will see Mosi
submissive!

Torak is now very eager to come out on
his special walks and is often first to
come on the yard to have his collar put
on. He still knows who he likes and who
he doesn’t, so if there is someone on site
who he doesn’t like he will go and hide
at the back of the enclosure until that
person can

no longer be .s’/”

seen. Torak

is a big, ,
handsome

wolf with i
tremendous - ;
strength but

really quite .
a joy to walk
with if a -
handler he
trusts has
him on a
lead. He
loves to -

stalk around the Trust’s acres with his
partner Mosi and attendant humans,
sniffing and marking as he goes. If
wolves could have a feeling of dread,
that would be Torak as breeding season
approaches. Mosi makes such a nuisance
of herself, fawning over him, licking his
face, not letting him walk more than a
few steps without tripping him up. She is
trying to persuade him to mate with her
but Torak will choose his own time and
will not do this until she is ready. He
seems to know this better than she
does! Torak, of course, is vasectomised,
S0 no pups can result from any mating
that takes place.

As usual, Torak and Mosi will not be
coming out for walks until after the
breeding season is over. They will be left
to behave naturally and interact with
each other, without having to bother
with humans.

Torak, by Danny KidbLHun_tgr

LUNCA

n Wednesday 9th February,

after a short period of ill

health, Lunca was examined
by the vet. It was discovered that she
was suffering from liver cancer and
was put to sleep to prevent further
suffering.

A full spread will feature in Edition

49 (Summer 2013) looking at Lunca’s
life.
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MAI AND MOTOMO

hat a change from the shy,
almost invisible wolf who
came to us three years ago!

Motomo has gained such confidence
over the years, no doubt helped in part
by siring a litter of pups. From catching
occasional glimpses of him at the back of
the enclosure, to seeing him three feet
away on the other side of the fence is
still a wonderful and exciting experience.
He will now come down to the fence line
to see people as they arrive and spends

Mai, by Vicky Hughes

much of the day in full sight, reclining on
the mound or enjoying a game of fence-
running with the neighbours, Mosi and
Torak. Motomo is our only unsocialised
wolf and as such he can’t come out on
walks but we are more than happy that
he is now so settled. He has become a

L | g {

he first Arctic wolves in the UK,

Massak, Pukak and Sikko are fast

approaching their second
birthday. They currently live in the first
enclosure that the public sees when
coming to the Trust, which is a
wonderful way to start a visit.
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very adept catcher of food as it is thrown
over the fence to him. He stands,
muscles tensed, watching the trajectory
of the meat, then opens his mouth...

and down it goes. Our visitors love to see
him do this and he is happy to oblige,
after all, it is food.

Mai is turning into a silver wolf, every
year her coat boasts more silver colour.
It would be known as grey but this is
Mai, so the colour must be called silver
because it is more distinguished. At
seven years old, she is
looking stunning and is in
peak condition. Mai often
goes out with her handlers
on a walk and is usually
very happy to leave her
partner and see her human
friends. The duration of
Mai’s walks depends on
how she is feeling at the
time; they can last five
minutes as she suddenly
decides she wants to get
back to Motomo, or an
hour when she apparently feels like a
change of scene. Her wishes are always
honoured, even though handlers love to
spend time with Mai and are a bit put
out when she does a quick turnaround to
get back to her partner. Motomo has
become used to her going out but will

Sikko, the only female, is
a charming creature. She
is small compared to her
brothers and has a fine-
featured face which is
often full of mischief.
Sikko can be quite wary of
people she doesn’t know
but with her handlers is
very generous in her
displays of affection. With
her brothers, Sikko has
been taking part in
regular enrichment and training walks,
gradually increasing the number of
volunteers on the walk to try and get the
wolves used to groups of people. The
essential period of quarantine they had
to go through happened at an important
stage in their development and they

Motomo, by Vicky Hughes

still howl mournfully until she comes
back when there is a great reunion ritual.
Mai will be sniffed all over and, if she has
rolled in something horrible, has to put
up with Motomo trying to get this scent
all over his own fur. Mai will then rush
off to the neighbours’ enclosure where
Mosi and Torak live and engage in some
energetic fence-running with her sister,
accompanied by a great deal of growling
from them both. Motomo and Torak
take a perfunctory part in this display
but soon lose interest and wander off to
do their own thing. Mai will probably not
want to come out on walks as breeding
season approaches. After her operation,
which can most easily be described as a
‘female type of vasectomy’, she will still
want to be near Motomo and to mate
with him, even though no pups will
result.

THE ARCTIC PACK

The Arctics with a new friend, by Danny Kidby Hunter

were only able to socialise with ten
people for six months. The training and
socialisation has been a long but
worthwhile task and all three Arctics are
now much happier, although there is a
way to go yet.

Pukak is cheekiness personified.
Although he is usually the first to greet
his handlers in the enclosure he has
recently been flexing his muscles just a
little bit and a greeting can sometimes
turn into a hard stare followed by a low
growl. Pukak has also been testing the
water with Massak, until now the
undisputed leader of the pack. He has
yet to get the better of Massak but has
never fully submitted to him either.

It will be interesting to see how this
develops in the coming months.



They said it couldn’t be done, that wolves and sheep together on public lands
in the American West would never work.

HEY SAID 